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Why is there suffering?  

Curriculum Overview  Causes of Suffering 

In this unit, pupils explore the concept of suffering in relation to 
religious teachings, particularly focusing on the creation story in 
Genesis. They make links between the story and the existence of 
suffering in the world, and consider reasons why humans may 
make choices that cause suffering. Pupils discuss passages from 
Genesis that relate to free will, showing an understanding of 
context, and draw connections between different stories from 
scripture. They also examine why some people turn to prayer 
during times of suffering, and how teachings about Jesus influence 
the ways some Christians respond. Throughout the unit, pupils use 
scripture and personal reflection to support their understanding 
and develop thoughtful responses to challenging questions about 
suffering and human choices. 

 
 
 
 

Prayer 

 

Beliefs about Jesus The Balance of Good and Evil  

  
  

Key Vocabulary and Key Questions 

 
 

 


