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Curriculum Overview  Design Criteria 

Pupils learn to consider a range of factors when 
creating design criteria and use these to produce an 
effective waistcoat design. They practise using a 
template to accurately mark and cut fabric, then apply 
a running stitch to join pieces together and construct a 
functional garment. Pupils also learn to attach secure 
fastenings and add decorative elements to enhance 
their product. Finally, they evaluate their completed 
waistcoat, reflecting on its quality, functionality, and 
how well it meets their original design criteria. 

●​ Design and create a waistcoat that fits with the 
history topic of World War 2, that could be 
worn by an evacuee. 

●​ The colours used should be in keeping with the 
1940’s. 

●​ Who is going to wear the waistcoat? 
●​ Can you add a decoration to make the 

waistcoat more eye-catching ( a pocket or a 
poppy)? 

●​ Attach a button to fasten the waistcoat. 
●​ What material will you use? 

Making the waistcoat Key Vocabulary  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
●​ Using a pre-cut pattern you will trace around this 

on your fabric, ensuring you make one back panel 
and two front pieces. 

●​ Then, you will cut round your pattern on your 
chosen fabric. 

●​ Next, you will sew the front panels to the back 
panel, ensuring you leave holes for the arms to go 
through. 

●​ Once you have sewn the waistcoat together, you 
will attach a pocket or a decoration. 

●​ Finally, you will attach the button as a fastening. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluating your waistcoat 

●​ Is the waistcoat fit for purpose? 
●​ Did the stitching stay together? 
●​ Does it have a working fastening? 
●​ Did it fit in with the World War 2 theme? 
●​ Can it be worn by the person you intended      

it to be? 
●​ Does it match 

your design 
brief? 

 
 
 
 
 

 


